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10 Trinity Green
LONDON, E 1

12 August 1978

g oo hie

Greetings! I had a very interesting conversation the other
day with our Brother Bower whose idea (which I believe he

has already put to you) for making those Members wishing to
resign attend a valedictory Meeting (at which they would be
persuaded, under the influence of the god, Bacchus, to offer

to donate their uniform to the Society forLﬁ@ﬁf cant Brothers).
I have for some time been uneasy about Members who repeatedly
ask to resign and are then persuaded to stay on (in some cases,
at least, unwillingly)! I feel sure you agree with Bower's
excellent idea.

None of the recently joined Members has yet ordered his
uniform (I know, for I hold the livery buttons!). I do not
know what sanctions can be brought to bear upon such
delinguents! But there can be no doubt that if they are
permitted to continue sans uniform, then before very long

the wearing of it will become optional - in practice if not
in law.

Now I have a thought. I have in my wanderings picked up a

print here and there of various past Members of the Society.
They now repose in a portfolio waiting to be handed over to

my successor as archivist. My thought is that these could

be framed, with a suitable inscription on the mount ('Elected
to the Sublime Society of Beef Steaks, llth November 1818,

and with the Gridiron over it), and then loaned to the officers
and senior Members of the Society. As it is, Brother Bream

has the print of Brother Rich donated by yourself and the
watercolour of Brother Brougham's grave donated by me, neither
protected by a frame and in fact neither has been seen for
these ten years past. And this brings me to another two points:
to do with Brother Brougham and with fiscal matters.

At the last Audit Night the Society had something like £105 in
the account and no whip was made for the current year. But this
was I think a mistake: no Member would have guibbled about a
whip for, say, £5, and that would have brought the sum up to
£190., Brother Treasurer (like all good treasurers everywhere )
is reluctant to spenﬂ the Society's money, But there are certain
things that need to be done. For example, the Parkfield Beaker
(which is really a loving cup and should be used as such) i
still has no insaription on it. For example, the Balloting box,




image2.png
which lacks the container (which should go on top) for the
ballots; I have had for several years past a solid silver bull
which I intended should be used as handle for this container.

The Society is still short of regalia. Example, I bought a snuff
horn which I hope will one day be presented to the Society by a
Member. Also, it has occurred to me that the President's gavel
ought to be replaced by a cowbell (I find that this could be
made to order, in pewter). And I have always thought that an
iron replica, full size, of the original gridiron could be made
at small cost and used as the President's d'oyley(!). Members
in these days do not donate items as 4 members of such
Societies as ours once did. Perhaps we should initiate the
practice of commemorating famous occasions in history or
anniversaries in the Society by purchasing such things from

the Society's funds. Quite apart from all else, some of the
existing regalia (Garrick's hat and the President's hat, for
example) sorely needs renewing, restoring or replacing.

Now I mentioned a while ago our late Brother Brougham., As the
19th September 1978 is the bicentenary of his birth I would
like to propose that the Trinity College Meeting be dedicated
to his memory., I intend getting in touch with friend Coldstream
of the Peterborough column but I won't mention Brougham unless
you signify your Vice-Presidential approeal. Later in the year
of course we have the bicentenary of the death, by felo de se,
of Brother Theodosius Forrest, who composed the Song of the
Day. I don't know how we could commemorate his worthy memory.

Last week I had a most rewarding stroll around Brompton cemetery
(if you have not already seen it you would be interested in the
large number of Russians as Well as members of our St Petersburgh
Embassy who rest there)., I obtained photogravures (pun intended)
of the graves of our late Brothers Henry Burnley Heath (elected
1856) and William Terris (done to death by an assassin in the

old Queen's Golden Jubilee year); these will make jolly additions
to our photographic archives, which grow apace.

It is sad that youamd Georgie will be absent from the September
Meeting., But your reason for absence is an excellent one, and I
hope all your wishes are fulfilled. Please give my regards to
Georgie and press the hands of your two beautiful daughters on
my behalf (and pull Fergus's ears and say hello to his smaller

friend). L%

PS: We really must make the Treasurer spend the Society's money.

PPS: Pity Brother Brereton has not yet been re-elected.





